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As a wh ite scholar of American Ind ian autobiog raph ies ,  I 
approached th is col lection of essays ed ited by Devon A .  
M ihesuah , Associate P rofessor of  H istory at  Northern Arizona 
Un ivers ity, with both ant ic i pation  and t rep idat ion . 
Conversat ions about the p lace of wh ite scholars in  a l l  areas of 
ethn ic studies has crested again recently and is appearing in  
many academ ic journals .  I n  the May 1 998 ,  PMLA ( 1 1 3 .3) ,  the 
Guest Column by Ne l l ie  Y. McKay, P rofessor of American and 
Afr ican Ame rican L i te ratu re at U n ive rs ity of Wiscons i n ,  
Madison , states that too many qual if ied wh ite scholars are not 
being asked to f i l l  positions ,  wh ich resu lts in  African American 
Literatu re either  not being taught at all o r  by being taught but 
by unqual if ied professors al ready on staff . McKay is con­
cerned about th is s ituation , stat ing that there is "noth ing mysti­
cal about African American l iteratu re that makes it the sole 
property of those of African descent" (366) . S im i larly, Louis 
Owens tel ls John Pu rdy in  an interview pub l ished in the 
Summer 1 998 Studies in American Indian Literatures ( 1 0 .2) :  " I  
don't  have any pat ience at al l  with the essentia l ist att itudes that 
say non- I nd ians shou ldn 't read th ings [written] by Ind ians or 
ta l k  about I nd ian l iteratu re or  whatever'' ( 1 6) . 
Two ind iv idual  scholars writ ing in  d isparate journals do 
not carry as much impact as an ent i re co l lection of essays 
specif ica l ly addressing the research ing ,  writ i ng ,  and teach ing 
about American Ind ians .  M ihesuah has ed ited an impressive 
col lection of essays by American Ind ian scholars inc lud ing 
Angela Cavender Wi lson , Paula Gunn A l len , Vine Delor ia ,  J r. ,  
Donald L .  Fixico , Susan A .  M i l ler, E l izabeth Cook-Lynn ,  Laur ie 
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Anne Whitt, Theodore S. Jojola, Duane Champagne, and 
Karen Gayton Swisher. Mihesuah states in the "Preface" that 
"One reason for the anthology was to remind scholars that 
many Indians are not satisfied with the manner in which they 
have been researched or with how they and their ancestors 
have been depicted in scholarly writings" (x). Thus, this col­
lection offers "suggestions scholars might use to produce more 
critical, creative, and well-rounded interpretations of Indian his­
tories and cultures" (xi). The main point made by all the con­
tributors to the anthology is that the Indian perspective must be 
included in any research. The purpose of the essays, then, is 
to provide some direction and possible parameters for schol­
ars. 
Some of the essays are general in their scope, while oth­
ers refer to specific works. Paula Gunn Allen discusses issues 
involved in teaching Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko, espe­
cially regarding "sacred" issues. This essay is extremely 
informative and eye-opening, for it shows a Puebloan profes­
sor attempting to deal with her role as a teacher and her role 
as an Indian who must respect her tribal traditions and rituals. 
Vine Deloria Jr. also discusses one specific work: The Invented 
Indian: Cultural Fictions and Government Policies, a collection 
of essays edited by James Clifton. Deloria finds fault with the 
collection, but his critique is beneficial in that he explains in 
detail what the problems with the essays are and how they 
could have been better handled. It is an essay all scholars of 
American Indian studies should read. 
While I found these and other essays extremely helpful, 
some point out problems but do not provide definitive sugges­
tions for correcting the problems or changing scholarship. 
Angela Cavender Wilson's suggestion that scholars "slowly" 
develop "acquaintances with Indian people" and give "people 
from the community they are studying the opportunity to com­
ment on their work" (25) is valid advice, but she does not 
explain how one would go about behaving in such a manner. 
And, what does she mean by "slowly?" Further, when giving 
people from the community an opportunity to study the 
research, does she mean official tribal council approval, or 
does she mean getting verbal approval of a few folks one has 
met during one's research? The latter has proven to be prob-
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lematic for some scholars in the past. Elizabeth Cook-Lynn's 
essay is interesting in that it points out how our view of Indians 
has been shaped by the writings of non-Indians, and she pro­
vides a mini-historical overview of American Indian Literature. 
However, while she praises Indian writers she admires and 
takes to task non-Indian scholars and mixed blood 
writers/scholars, she does not provide any suggestions for ful­
filling her demand that "We must work toward a new set of prin­
ciples that recognizes the tribally specific literary traditions by 
which we have always judged the imagination" ( 1 37). While 
the information contained in both these articles should be 
added to the knowledge of all scholars of American Indian 
History and Literature, neither provides kind of direction I had 
hoped to receive from this collection. 
The essay I admire most in the collection is Duane 
Champagne's "American Indian Studies Is for Everyone." 
Early in the essay he states: " In my view, there is room for both 
Indian and non-Indian scholars within American Indian stud­
ies .. . " ( 1 8 1 )  and that "One does not have to be a member of a 
culture to understand what culture means or to interpret a cul­
ture in a meaningful way" ( 1 82). Champagne provides con­
crete suggestions for regulating the field of Indian studies by 
describing how the program at UCLA is run. He also seriously 
discusses the issue of a national regulatory board for scholar­
ly review, although in the end he decides it would probably be 
u nsuccessf u I. 
In summary, it is the humble opinion of this non-Indian 
scholar that this collection of essays should be read by all 
scholars of American Indians but particularly by non-Indian 
scholars. It has definitely made me consciously sensitive to 
issues of which I had heretofore been only unconsciously 
aware. 
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